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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK…… 
In the midst of the Lenten season, I wanted to take an opportunity to talk about 
stewardship. Steward is a word that comes from medieval times. A steward was the 
“sty warden.” Yes, it was the guy in charge of the pigpen. It was his job to oversee the 
growth and development of the pigs and to ensure that they had proper care during 
their fattening period. “Sty warden” was eventually contracted into “steward,” and 
consequently, the word grew to mean the care of other people’s resources. 
 
In the church, we are called to recognize that everything belongs to God; not just 10%. 

So everything that we are and have belongs to God. Period! God expects all of us and the very best 
of that all. When we grow to see God’s ownership of everything that we have and are, then 
stewardship becomes a completely freeing practice. When God owns everything, we are freed to give 
as much as God needs for the work of the Kingdom. Let’s look at a biblical example. 
 
The Lord said to Moses: Tell the Israelites to take for me an offering; from all whose hearts prompt 
them to give you shall receive the offering for me. This is the offering that you shall receive from 
them: gold, silver, and bronze, blue, purple, and crimson yarns and fine linen, goats’ hair, tanned 
rams’ skins, fine leather, acacia wood, oil for the lamps, spices for the anointing-oil and for the 
fragrant incense, onyx stones and gems to be set in the ephod and for the breastpiece. And have 
them make me a sanctuary, so that I may dwell among them. In accordance with all that I show you 
concerning the pattern of the tabernacle and of all its furniture, so you shall make it.  (Exodus 25:1-9) 
 
The Israelites received the call to stewardship and promptly went about doing things their way. They 
went so far as to give Aaron an offering of gold so that the “golden calf” could be made because 
Moses stayed with God for so long on the mountain. Moses came down and corrected the situation. 
The Israelites responded appropriately some ten chapters later: “Then all the congregation of the 
Israelites withdrew from the presence of Moses. And they came, everyone whose heart was stirred, 
and everyone whose spirit was willing, and brought the Lord’s offering to be used for the tent of 
meeting, and for all its service, and for the sacred vestments. So they came, both men and women; 
all who were of a willing heart brought brooches and earrings and signet rings and pendants, all sorts 
of gold objects, everyone bringing an offering of gold to the Lord. And everyone who possessed blue 
or purple or crimson yarn or fine linen or goats’ hair or tanned rams’ skins or fine leather, brought 
them. Everyone who could make an offering of silver or bronze brought it as the Lord’s offering; and 
everyone who possessed acacia wood of any use in the work, brought it. All the skillful women spun 
with their hands, and brought what they had spun in blue and purple and crimson yarns and fine 
linen; all the women whose hearts moved them to use their skill spun the goats’ hair. And the leaders 
brought onyx stones and gems to be set in the ephod and the breastpiece, and spices and oil for the 
light, and for the anointing-oil, and for the fragrant incense. All the Israelite men and women whose 
hearts made them willing to bring anything for the work that the Lord had commanded by Moses to be 
done, brought it as a freewill-offering to the Lord. (Exodus 35:20-29) The Israelites had and up and 
down, on and off relationship with God in every way, including their stewardship. And God loved 
Israel and was gracious and merciful, even though at times God’s anger “burned hot” against them. 
The ancient Israelites’ story, in many ways, mirrors our own story. 
 
So to bring this home, it takes our tithe to keep the doors open. I don’t know a better way to say that. I 
am not about survival of the church, but that is the reality. The bottom line is that the congregation 
needs $3,223.23 WEEKLY to make budget. That would not include any emergency repairs either at 



 

 

the church or the parsonage. For emergency repairs and for our dreams for a more meaningful 
worship, we would need to give over and above the tithe. We would need to give offerings. 
 
The “offering” list has been dubbed as “Suggested Donation and Memorial List” and includes the 
following: 
  Digital Bulletin (TV screens for the liturgy)  $10,000 
  Automatic Door Opener (North end)   $  3,000 
  Power Outlets in the kitchen    $  1,500 
  New Christmas Tree for Narthex    $  1,000 
  Fuse box replacement (in furnace room)   $  5,000 
  Donations to Endowment Committee   $?????? 
 
I put this out as teaching, not as an indictment of things not being done. So far I have seen every 
need met by folks who listen to God’s call and give. Keep up the good work so that we can continue 
to minster in God’s Kingdom in our little corner of the world. 
 
Peace!  
         Pr. Russ+ 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Legal Council Meeting 
February 20, 2018 

Respectfully submitted by Jo Ann Rathgeber, Council Secretary, pending approval @ March Council 
Meeting.    
Members Present: Pastor Russ Lambert, Chairman Jeff Hansen, Herb Bose, Amy Hall, Bill Hefner, 
Heather Loberg,  Alisha Stone & Jo Ann Rathgeber. 

Chairman Jeff Hansen called meeting to order.  Pastor Russ led us in devotions & prayer. 

Secretary minutes :  Corrections for January Minutes: Gary Frerichs donated 10 cranberry hymnals for use @ Park View Haven.  5 
Cranberry hymnals are available for use at The Embers.  178 of the green hymnals were donated to church in Bassett, NE.  MSC to 
approve minutes with corrections.   

Treasures Report:  Chairman, Jeff, reports declines in gas bill as compared to last years bills.  New heating system is more efficient.  
Discussion of dates for Pastors direct deposit dates.  Charges to non members for use of church reviewed.   Council requesting 
itemized receipts for charges to card member services.  MSC to approve treasures report.   

Property Committee:  Large windows on west have been caulked, but continue to show leakage.  Upper windows may need shades or 
blinds.  Sun can be very bright during Saturday evening services during summer months.   

ILCW:  Circles made Valentine Cheer boxes for shut ins.  Cookies & coffee to be served with Lenten services.  Love Thy Neighbor 
scheduled for 2/26/18 @ 7pm.  Spring Gathering in Coleridge 4/28/18 with theme “Daughters of the Spirit”.   

Luther League Report:  Successful potato bake served 2/18/18 following services.  League plan to assist with sun rise service on 
Easter.  Recycling bin has been removed.   

Evangelism Committee: Amy Hall chosen as president.  Chili Cook Off planned for 3/11/18.  Prizes planned for each division.  4/29/18 
will be last day of Sunday school with a fun day planned.  5/13/18 Muffins for Moms planned for Mother’s Day & donuts for Dads 
planned for Father’s Day on 6/1/18.   



 

 

Sunday School Report:  Students went to The Embers & spent time visiting with residents.  Classes have been watching the video 
Matters of Faith.   

Pastor Report:  Written report submitted by Pastor Russ.  Pastor has increased internet connectivity @ parsonage & increased 
expense will be reimbursed by Pastor & Linda to church.   The Consent Agenda was given to council members to review.  This will ask 
for written reports be available to council members prior to council meetings.   

Old Business:  Amy continues to apply for grants for AED for church.  Discussion held on memorial wish.  Endowment committee will 
be added to wish list.  Landscaping blocks near directory @ cemetery need repair.  Jeff will discuss this with members of cemetery 
committee.  Discussion held on video equipment.  George Hefner is making progress on setting up this equipment.  

New Business:  Information about stewardship responsibility program by NRD discussed.  Membership list needs to be updated.  Ways 
to update this list was discussed.  Pastor reports First Communion date is planned for 3/24/18 & Confirmation planned for 5/6/18.   

Meeting adjourned @ 8:40pm. 

Closed with The Lord’s Prayer. 

The next meeting will be held on Monday, March 19, 2018  @ 7:00pm. 

 
 
 
 

 
March 3  Brayden Hansen 
March 4  Zackery Krei 
March 5  Scott Gray 
March 6  Mike Heithold 
March 6  Kelsey Papenhausen 
March 7  Lilyan Fox 
March 8  Darrell Benson 
March 8  Doug Hahne 
March 11  Jonathan Hefner 
March 11  Matthew Dunn 
March 11  Sean Dunn 
March 15  Shannon Hansen 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
March 18  Herb Bose 
March 19  Ronald Nelson 
March 19  Jackson Hall 
March 20  Michael Wolfe 
March 21  Craig Ebberson 
March 22  Ron Stone 
March 23  Tonya Heithold 
March 23  Brady Heitman 
March 29  Lori Arduser 
March 30  Linda Fox  
 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY: 
 
March 24  Randy & Lisa Papenhausen

If your name was omitted or a correction needs to be made in this list of birthdays and anniversaries, please contact the 
church office at 283-4361. 

 

Holy Week dates:  
• Palm Sunday, March 25th, First Communion, Service Time:  10:00 AM 
• Maundy Thursday, March 29th, Service Time 7:00 PM 
• Good Friday, March 30th, Service Time 7:00 PM 
• Easter Vigil, March 31st, Service Time 7:00 PM 
• Easter Sunday, April 1st, Early Service Time 6:30 AM, Easter Service Time 10:00 AM 
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Prayer Concerns: 
Lea Ann Thomas, Linda Lambert, Jan Jansen, Julie Stone, Sandie Stone, Helen Hansen, 
Betty Beltz, Diane Bolin, Betty Heitman, Beverly Brodersen, Lois Brummels, Gary Frerichs, 
Trevor Hallman, Wendy Pick, Gary Jansen, Dora Hansen, Myrna Collins, Gloria Brummels,  
Ashley Lynn Schmit, Jackson Graham, Virginia Avenell, Norma Janssen, Diane Frerichs, 
Orlyn Frerichs, Trent Luebberstedt, and Janet Meyer, as they are dealing with health 



 

 

concerns.  
March Circle News 

Grace Circle will meet March 13, the second Tuesday of the month, at 1:30 PM at the church. 
Bible Study:  Pastor Russell Lambert 
Hostess:  Janice Wilkerson 
Serve Lenten Service Coffee:  March 7th 
  
Peace Circle will meet March 14, the second Wednesday of the month, at 1:30 PM at The 
Embers. 
Bible Study:  Pastor Russell Lambert 
Hostess:        Claudet Wege 
Serve Lenten Service Coffee:  March 14th 

 
Stewardship project for March will be Orphan Grain Train--Monetary.  
 

 
 
 
 

March 11th, Noon in church basement 
Top three pots receive prizes 

Your input determines the prize winners.  
 Your vote will cost you $5.00 to taste test. 

Entries:  Must be to the kitchen by 10:00 AM  
(before worship service)  

Name of your chili is also needed to register your winning pot!! 
 
 

 If you would like to provide an Easter lily 
to adorn the altar for Easter Sunday and the 

weeks following, please 
leave them in the kitchen, 
beginning Holy Week.  The 
Altar Guild will take care of 
putting them out.  
 Thank you!! 

 
FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES 

 Fifth graders will be holding their first 
communion class on Saturday, March 
24th .  They will meet at 10:00 AM.  
They will take their first communion on 
Palm Sunday, March 25th. 

 

Easter Sunrise Service Breakfast 
The Luther League will be hosting the Easter Breakfast 

following the Sunrise Service on Easter 
Sunday.  As we rejoice our risen Lord, we 
can use this time to fellowship and warm 

our tummies with 
delicious food.  Look for more 

information in the upcoming bulletins. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 
ECUMENICAL SERVICE 

Coleridge Christians Caring will be sponsoring a 
Good Friday Ecumenical Service.  It will be here 
at Immanuel on Friday, March 30th, at 1:30 PM.  
Refreshments to follow.

 


